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Abstract: Special Operations Forces Acquisition, Technology, and Logistics (SOF AT&L) is responsible for meeting the
current and future operational needs of U.S. special operations forces and does so by maintaining an agile acquisition process.
Working with the Program Executive Office (PEO) SOF Warrior, this research seeks to improve the process by which Special
Operations Command (SOCOM) identifies emerging technologies and selects for further development those technologies that
meet their short and long-term capability gaps specific to USSOCOM operators conducting decisive SOF activities and global
operations against terrorist networks. By attending SOF AT&L sponsored industry collaboration events and interviewing
relevant stakeholders, this study observed first-hand how the acquisition process works in the SOF community while also
gaining a better understanding of how PEO SOF Warrior identifies and selects emerging technologies to pursue. The team
conducted thorough research and stakeholder analysis and subsequently completed a functional analysis to create an in-depth
view of PEO SOF Warrior’s current technology scouting process. This work seeks to improve this process by making
recommendations that enhance the way that the PEO communicates needs to the technology community, solicits potential
technologies for examination, and then selects the most promising technologies for further exploration and potential acquisition.
Altogether, this enhanced process will better equip SOF Warfighters to bring the fight to the enemy.
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