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Abstract: Governments, investors, businesses, economic developers, job seekers and many others continually scan the horizon, 
hoping to identify the next big thing.  The big thing that creates opportunities to turn investments into fortunes.  The thing that 
provides opportunities for new graduates, the unemployed, and those who simply just want a change.  In the late 1980’s, the 
economic outlook for many looked bleak.  Economic developers were tasked with identifying and steering their programs 
toward the next big thing.  The Commonwealth of Virginia (USA) chose technology.  Which turned out to be a great choice.  
This presentation will not focus on the late 1980’s and early 1990’s and how Virginia made a great decision.  Instead, the 
presenter will provide his views on what might be the next Big Thing. 
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